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This instrument prepared by . -
Wade H. Morton, Jr., Attorney at ILaw
P O Box 1227, Columbiana, Alabanma.

et oF nmasan ) NIRRT
. AFFIDAVIT 19770902000091770 1/3 $.00
-SHELBY COUNTY ) Shelby Cnty Judge of Probate, AL

0S/02/1977 12:00:00 AM FILED/CERT

Before me the undersigned authority, in and for the said County
and State, personally appeared the undersicned Affiant who, after
being by me first duly sworn to speak the truth, deposes and says
as follows: -

My name is Cecil L. Hodgens. I am 67 years of age and a resident

of Shelby County, Alabama. I am and have been since 1948 very
familiar with the use, occupation, possession and ownership of the

féllowing described 20 acre tract of land located in Shelby County,
Alabama, to-wit:

Commencing at the Northwest corner of SEY of the SE¥%, Section 8§,
Township 22, Range 1 West, Shelby County, Alabama, ani run
thence East along the North boundary of said %-% Section 330
feet for a point of beginning of the land herein described and
conveyed; thence Southerly and parallel with the East boundary
of said %-% Section 1320 feet to the South boundary of said %-%
Section; thence Easterly along the South boundary of said %-%
Section 660 feet; thence Northerly and parallel with the East
- boundary of said %-% Section 1320 feet to the North boeundary of
sald %-~% Section: thence Westerlv along the North boundary of
sald %-% Section 660 feet to point of beginning. Also being
known as the West half of the East half and the East+ half of
the West half of the SE% of the SE%¥ of Section 8, Township 22
South, Range 1 West, Shelby County, Alabama.

This 20 acre tract is located in +he Shelby Springs community of

Shelby County and is crossed approximately in the middle-by the public

dirt road maintained by the Shelby County Highway Department, which

- public road intersectSAlabaﬁa Highway No. 25 at the Shelby Springs

community and leads in a Southeasterly direction to Shelby, Alzsbama,
which is a distance of about 8 miles., This 20 acre tract lies about
2 miles Southeast from the intersection of this public dirt road with

Alabama Highway No. 25 at Shelby Springs .community.

for Lewis B. Walker Pulpwood Company. All four boundaries of this 20

acre tract are well and notoriously marked and there is Q permanent
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iron at. each of the four corners and. has been continuously since

1948. This is the middle 20 acres of the SE¥% of the SE% of said
Section 8 and all four corners of said'%—% Section were marked
many yvears ago by Shelby Iron Company with steel markers which
are still in place.

Affiant further says that he has persbnal knowledge that this
20 acre tract was part_of a 90 acre tract, consisﬁing of the Eas?-%
of the SE% and the EX% of the E% of the Sw% of the SE% of.said
Section 8 which was owned by Mrs. Jacqueline Brannen, at the time
he first became familiar with the land in 1948. I know that Mrs.
Brannen and her son, Lee Don Brannen, started building a house on
part of the 90 acre tract around 1948 and dug out the foundation and
laid some concrete blocks, but construction of this house was
discontinued, although the foundation is still visible, About thaf
time the Brannens scld the timber on theventire 90 acre tract to
Columbiana Heading Company and the timber was cut. From the time I
first became familiar with this land, I noticed how closely the
Brannens watched the land and inspected it at frequent intervéls and
T know that no one was ever in possession of any part of it or used
it in any way without their permission.

In 1?56 Mrs. Jaccueline Brannen sold the above described 20
acre tract to Bertie Mae Swann and Elsie L. Swann. 1 had known the
Swann sisters since tie 1920's and knowithatimmediately after their
purchase of this 20 acre tract from Mrs. Brannen they took possession
of this land and visited and used the land'at frequent intervals.
From 1956 up to the‘presenﬁ time I know that the Swann sisters

satched the land very carefully and I know that no one was in

possession of it or used any part of it in any way without permission

from the Swann sisters. In 1969 I negotiated and handled the
purchase of the timber on this 20 acre tract from the Swann sisters
and supervised the cﬁtting of such timber by Lewlis B. Walker
Pulpwood Company.

T know of my own personal kﬁowledge that from 1956 until the

present time Bertie Mae Swann and Elsie L. Swann were in continuous,
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exclusive, adverse, notorious, and hostile possession of all of the
above described 20 acre trac£ of land and no other person, firm or
corporation hgs been in possession of any part of said land and that
the title to said land has never been guestioned or disputéd in
any way.

Further deposing, Affiant says that at the presenﬁ time Bertie
Mae Swann and Elsie L. Swann are the owners of the above described
20 acre tract of land and that they have been in actual, exclusive,
open, notorious, hostile and continuous possession of captioned

land since 1956 and I know of my own personal knowledge that neither

their title or the title of their predecessor in title has been

questioned in any way since 1948 when I first became familiar with

this land.
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