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STATE OF ALABAMA.;
| SHELBY’COUNTY' |
- Before me, 0. T. Gay ' I , the undersigned-authority
" in and for said'county in said Stats,‘psrson&lly appeared D. W. Litton, who,
after being by me first duly sworn to speak the truth, deposes and -says:
My name is D. W. Litton. I am 54 years of age and have lived in

. Brierfield, near Shelbylcounty and Bibb Countﬁ line, since 1926 and I have

been familiar with the hereinafter deseribed property since about theJ&sar 1930.
Said land being described as follows: | | |

SEL of Section 12, Township 24, Renge 1l East,
Shelby County, Alabsma. (Mineral & mining rights excepted).

.‘*Affiant says when he first became ‘familiar with the land Paul O. Luck and R.

Brewer sold the same to Roden Coal Company. At the time Rnden Coal Company

: purchaSed gsaid land, affiant was employed by said Company to .supervise andcare

for all the lend owned by the Company. In connection with his duties, he looked

- after the bsundary'lines to see that they were properly'marksd and to see that

o timber was stolen and to keep trespassers off the same and he built fire I

rlinss across the properiy .nd kept the roads open on the Lsnd, from October 19&6

until 1951; .Jsid Company from time to time and on an average of at least once

a year, would go upsn the land and cut mining timbers therefrom. Not too long

after'RodensCosl Company purchased the land in 1946, said Company_cut the saw

;timber from the lsnd. I also handled the tax assessments on the land asd paid

the taxes for the Company and know the same was assssssd and paid each and every
- year shils the Company owned it. In June 1951, Rosen Coal Company sold that -
' part_of'the SE4 of said Ssstion 12 lying soush of Shoal Creek, along_with other j

1snd to.D.‘W. Litton Lumber Company} The grsntee'in.the deed was in actualitly

~ a partnership composed of affiant and C. B. Roden, we bsing the sole owners . -

snd partners in.said Company. The said C. B. Roden and i operating under said

partnership cut the remaining timber from the‘lsnd, including the saw timber ahd |

pulpwood, cleassd a portion of it for pasture and later we fenced in the ares‘

south of the -reek which we purchesed and the same is still under fence to

- this day. On August 29, 1955, I conveyed my interest in the psrtnershlp to

C. B. Roden and he has contlnued in the actual possession of said land south

of the Creek until October, 1956, when he and his wife conveyed the same to
| Coal
A. J. Bowron, Jr. and Roden/Company. Said grantees went into immediate posssssion_

south of the Creek
of the land/and continued to grow timber on it and the same continued to be under

~ fence.  Affiant further says*Roden Coal Company‘continuod in possession of all
SE+ of said Section 12 1ying north of Shoal Creek until the present date, but in

- 1956, the Compapy sold a one-half intsrsst in the same to A. J. Bowron, Jr. and

| the ownershlp since that time has been a joint ownership, and I contlnued to 1ook |



L e e s Ml e, i p e e deip T
. . LI =, ]

i,

after the property for them until the past few months, but they.have continued in

the actual possession of the same to this present date.

; Affiant further says regarding the-follouing described land, that he
was employed by a eawmill at Brierfisld about the year 1927 when he first became
familiar with it. Said land being descrlbed as followa-

The NE{ of Nwi, Section 11, Township 24, Range 11 East,
Shelby County, Alabama (Mineral & mining rights excepted)

Affiant says at that time J. E. Hayhan lived in a dwelling houqe gituated on

" said lanu. When affiant first saw said house 1t appeared to be an cld houue. It

was common kneuledge that Mr. Meyhan had lived therefor many years prior. to that
time. He uppeared to be about 50 years of age at that time. Affiant says J. E.
Mayhan cultivated portions of said forty, along wlth other land, and had portlons'
under fence. Affiant further says J. E. Mayhan llved on said land unt11 his
death and after his death, his widow and children continued to live on said land
for a nu mber of years aad in 1946, tbe widow and surviving heirs sold the land

to Lizzie G. Fountain. The said Lizzie G. Fountain went into immediate possession

- of said lund and while she owned it she sold the saw timber from it and tore

the old house down. She and her husband sold the same in March, 1947, to william
Penn Fountain and affiant 1is informed they continued in possession of it |

untjl the same was sold to Roden Coal Company ia'November,'l947.i Affiant fprther
says Roden Coal Company planted a portion of the land in pihe trees and marked .
and ran the lines around it and cut some saw timber and mining_tiaber off_the'
iand and did ofher acts of ownership;.includrng making fire lane5 and keeping.

the same open. In 1956 Roden Coal Company seld a one-half interest in said

- lands to A. J. Boﬁron, Jr. and they continued in the actual possession of said

land as had their predecessors befbre'them up until this very day. Affjant

further says in connection with his dutlies with said Roden Coal Company, he

alao looked after this properhy, along with all the other owned hy said Conpany

until uhe paat few months.

Regarding the following described land:

N of Ilﬁ, I*IIEPl of NWi, :3 of N3, bfl-i of Nwd, Ngj of swi,

NE{ of Sk, NWi of NEi, NE3 of NEf, SWi of NE{, SEf of NEj,
S All in Section 12, Township 24, Range 11 East;

Also Eéwof NE} arnd Nwi of NEf, All in Section 11, Townahip 24, |
Range 11 Eaat-

3

Also all of Section 1, Township 2/, Range 11 East;

;AlSO Ws of Wb of Section 6, Township 24,'Range 1Z East;
and }’;'.'}L of- Si r}:
Also Wy of Nwd and SE} of waw/Section 7, Township 24, Range 12 Eaat

Al being situated in .51!?}53-..@9‘.1“*35’;” Alabama,
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affiant further says he firat knew the land in the early 1930's when he was

employed in the operation of a sawmill at Brierfield and the land was owned by

. Southern Mineral Land Corporation. He was employed by Deason Land Company and .-

Deaaon Land Company'purchade@he timber on said land from Southern Mineral Land"»

Corporaion and affiant helped cut the timber during the early 1930's. The

1ines were well marked and the Corporation had timber men supervise the land

and keep out trespassers and keep down fires and said supervision continued

each and every year until Southem Mineral Land Corporation sold the surface |

' rights.to Roden Coal Company in 1944. The said Roden Coal-Company went into

'1mmediate poasessﬁon-of said land and I rechecked the lines and remarked them.

"Roden Coal Company obtained mining timber therefrom conatantly from time. to

time in connectionpuith the operation of the mines and cut the saw timber

therefrom two or three times and also cut the pulpwood from time to time.

Affiant says he was luoking after the land and checked it regularly and nept

" fire lanes open and assessed and paid the taxes for the Company each and every
~ year until said Company ®ld a one=half interest to A. J. Bowron, Jr. in 1956,'
" and.thereafter affiant continued to look after s aid land and care for it 1n the

same manner as mentioned above until the past few months.

Regarding the following described land:

NE: of Nw}, Section 7, Township 24, Renge 1< East,
Shelby County, Alabama, |
36 acres of

-~ affiant says he first became acqualnted with this land when/the same was purchased

by Roden Coal Company from W. T. and Katie F. Reaves in 1946 and the other 4

acres was purchased at a Tax Sale in 1947. Roden Coal Company uent into immediate

possession of said land when it purchased the same and cut the mining and.saw,timber'

" from it and continued to cut mining timbers from it eaoh and every year while

the mine was in operation. Ilelped survey the land for the Company and remarked'—,

the lines and constructed flre lanes through 1t and kept trespasaers off it and |

. Jooked after it continuously for the Company until it sold a one-half interest ;f

to A. J. Bowron, Jr. Ln 1956, and then 1 continued to look after it as 1 had in

the past until the past few months.

ﬁegarding the following deacribed land:

S} of S} and SW} of SEJ}, Section 6, Township 24, R-nge 12 East,
Shelby County, Alabama, | |

~Affiant first became familiar with 32 acres off the Sy of SE4 and all the éEij

of Sw} in April, ;946, when the same was purchased by Rodenﬁcoal Company from



W e Tf Reaves and wife inll946. Affiant further says he became familiar with
- 8 acres off'the_east-side of SW} of SE%'of said Section G in 1949‘whon Roden :
Coal Company purchased the same from R. D. Gunlock, Jr;land-nife in 1949.
Affiant further says the Roden Coal Company went into inmedrate possession of
said land as they purchascd the sane and he helped snrvey the;land for the
'! Company and remarked the lines and constructed fire lanes through it and kept
.trespaesers off it and that said Company cut the mining and saw timber from
r “the- land and continued to cut mining tinbero arom it each and every year while
‘the mine was in operation. Affiant. says he continued to 1ook after the land
_each and every year for Roden Coal Company and in 1956 said Company sold a
one-half interest in the land to A. J. Bowron, Jr. and he still continued to

look after the land continnously'until the past few months.

Regarding the following descri.bed land

. N4} of Sk, Section 7, Township 24, Range 12 Eeet
Shelby County. Alabama, o

'I-affiant says he first became familiar with this land in 194/ when Roden Coal
?_ Compeny purchased the same from.Southern Mineral Land Corporation.. At said time _"
affiant was emplojed by Roden Coal Company, as smentlioned above,‘and he
| remarked the boundary'linee of said land and looked after the land as their agent,
' ‘and handled the tax aseessments and paid the -taxes 1or the Company . Not too
- 'long after Roden Coal Company purchased the lend, it cut the aau timber and -
. from;timo to time cut mining timbers from the land. In June, 1951 Hode Coal
- Companjeold that part of said forty acres lying'south of Shoal Creek,_along
nith other land to D. W. Litton Lumher Company. As mentioned above, affiant
and C. B. Roden operated said Company as a partnership, and we ¢.t the reamining.
. timber from said land 1nc1uding the saw timber and pul pwood, cieared a portion
- of it and later fenced in the same and it is still under fence to thie day
On August 29, 1955, 1 conveyed my interest in the partnership to C. B. Roden
~and he continued in thewactuaIHPOSSeseion of said land oouth.of fhe'ﬂreek until
October, 1956 when he and his wife conveyed the same to A. J. Bouron, Jr.

and Roden Coal Company. Said grantees went into immediate poseeaeion of the

00

land south of the creek and continued to grow_timber on it and the same continued

)

to be under fence. Affiant further says Roden Coal Company continued in poeseesionl
of the land north of Shoal Creek from 1944 until the present:date, except for a "

one-half interest sold to A. J. Bowron, Jr. in 1956 and they ouned the same

jcintly and I continued to look after the property for them'until the past few

monthe, but they continued in-tne actual poseession of it to_thie present date.

. — wmf a4
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Affiant further says regarding any claim of W. G. and S. G. Hardeman, at one
time in the eérly 1930's, affiant was cutting saw timber for Deason Lumber
. Company who had purchased the timber from Southern Mineral Land Corporation

and either W. C. Hardeman or S. G. Hardeman questioned their right to cut

the timber, but Southem Mineral Land Corporation prevailed and they cut the

timoer from the forty acves. We did not hear any more from the Hardemans.

- Later William Allen Oates obtained a quit claim deed to said forty acres from
.J. L. and Henry wW. Fancher and made some claim to the same and attempted to r

? _ build a fence around a portion of the same; however, Roden Coal Company

! had him to move his fence and later Roden 60&1 Company conveyed its interest

o in the portion socuth of the Creek
| /to D. W. Litton Lumber Company, mentioned above. Sometime nfter said partnership

| the portion south of the Creck of
- purchased/said forty acres, ve had the same enclosed by a fence and the fence

f was placed on the line whera we claimed to own and the fence is still there and

in good condition and hzs been there continuously since soon after 1950.

f
'4!’ S A NAAIT /1
| De We Litton

Sworn to and subscribed to before me

‘this the A2 ~day of September, 1963.
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STATE OF ALABRNA _' I ' '

SFELBY'COUYTY | - l

Bofore me, / j % y the .undersigned authority in

_V_and fOr said County in gaid State, personally appeared Cleary C. Broedhead who,j_1

after being by me first duly sworn to speak the truth, deposes and says:
My name is Cleary C. Broadhcad. I am 62 years of ege end have lived |

on the Shelby County-Bibb Coﬁnty line all my'life and have eli alorg beeo

- familiar with the lond described inithe foregoing afficavit of D. w. LiLton}

In fect my father 1ooked after that portion of said 1and formerly belonglnb tojr:h
Southern Minex al Land Company for said Company for some 12 to 15 years until
‘ebout the year 1930. After that Mr. Charles Horgan l.ooked after said land
until his death sometine around 1944. After Roden Coal-Company'purohased -
S&ld land I was empleoyed by said Compuny to post "o tresp3531np" signs on-l
?said land I posted all of said land for said Company. -

In addition to the above, affidavit sSeys regarding surface rights to -

['se- of’Section 12, Township 24, Range 11 East affiant recalls when P@ 0. Luck

.5end R. Brewer sold the timber on said land to J. A. Deason Lumber Company

- about the year 1935 and it took several months to cut said timber.

Regarding the NEZ of NN%, Section 11, ‘lownship 24, Renge 11 E:st,
affiant eayo he rememoers Je E. Vayhew living on said property some 50 years
_'egoland thet he continued to live on same until his death.

Hegordlng NWz end NEi and N of Sr!J of sald Section 12 and other lend :
.formerly owned by oouthern Mineral Lend Company and Southern xlnerel Land
Jorporation and which is deseribed in said D. . Litton affidBV1t, affiant
_says he- can remember said leno since he was 8 or 10 yeere ola and'when he

first remembers it, it was owned by and in the possession of Southen1d1neral

~ -Land Company and said Company had an Engineer by the name of Ehrenburg survey

and set up cornere and ‘mark all of their land lines and they put up no
trespaeoing‘ signo on the land. Affiant reoalls sald Gompany sold the. saw

| timber on said 1and to George R« I.-oore and he cut t.he t.imber when affiarlt was
10 or 12 years old. Said Compeny alweys had someone onwbhe ground looking
efter its said land. I &LSO recoll when said Company sold said land &0 Southern_
Idineral Land Corporation and said Cox poration contlnued in the aotual posse551on

of said land and continued to look after the land as had its predecessor in

l title.



Regarding the NE} of Nw}, Section 7, Township 24, Range 12 East '

and SEX of Sw- and SW} of S;Ei- of Section 6, Township 24, Rnnge 12 East, affiant |

has known this since Roden Coal Company purchased it and knows the matters and

thingststated in the D. W. Litton hffidavit are true and correct.

‘Affiant'says he has read said affidavit of D. W. Litton and he knows

1 the same to be true and correct. He is not oo familiar with the early title

" to SEX of SW} and Sw) of SEf of said Section 6 and KE} of Nwy of said Section 7,

but knows the same since Roden Coal Company purchased it and knows said affidavit

t6 be true and correct since that time.

- A

/ -y )
/l’ ‘ - / « vy N
Clear C.. Broadhead

= ri%!

Sworn to. and subscribed to before

me this the_ Z &day of September, 1963.
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State.of-ﬁlubama o . | | |

Shelby County | | - R "_‘
BeJ.ore ne, / J @‘a\ )% Lhe undermgnod aulhority
in aﬁd for said County in said State, personally. appearea Robert D. Gunlock,

-

- who, after béing by me firsi duly swern to speak the- truth, depqses and

- says: ~ N SR _ r

- My name is Robert D. Gunlock. iam 60 yeérs of agé and'have'iivéd
neér the land described in the affidavitjof b. e titton for‘the past 55 yeﬁrs
and have.all elong been famlliar with it and the persons in possession of ite

| Regarding the bEl of SWd and SWg of Smé, bection 6, Townshlp 24, ,
‘Range 12 Eust affient says he purchzbed 8 acres of{ the east side of S +of
SE; of said Section 6 from lMerchanis & Planteru Bank in 1925 _ Shcrtly after
affian purchased said 8 scres he hai it surve;ad and murked the llne and put
down‘ﬁteel markers for the corners. Said 8 acres joined affiant's homeplace

and affisnt lived on said homepléce,-ihcluding said 8 acres throughdut all

'_the years {rom 1925 to 1949 when affiant sold said 8 acrés to Roden Conl

.Company.'
Affiant has read the affidavit made by D. vW. Litton and the affldaV1L

- of Cleary C. Broaahend and knows the matters and things stated therein sre true

and correct as far back as affiant can remember.

Rovert D. Gunlotk

Sworn to and subscribed to before me
. ~_ | |

a 7"{1{1.5__&,59 M&y of September, }}‘9_63.
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