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STATE (F ALABAMA ~

SHELBY COUNTY

Before me, Martha B. Joiner s e undersigned authority in and
for said county in said state, personally appeared John H. Thompson, who, after
being by me first duly sworn to speak the truth, deposes and sayst

My name is John H. Thompson. 1 am 71 years of age and have lived in

- and around the hereinafter described land all of my life. Said land being described

as followse

Lots 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 and 1% in Block 17;
Lots 1 and 2 in Block 18;
All according to Map of Arkwright as recorded in Map Book 3 page 5 in

the probate Office of Shelby, Céunty, Alabama,

Regarding lots 1 and 2, Block 18 above affiant says:

He has knowledge of the fact that Junction Land and Industrial Company
conveyed sald lots to Mrs. S. F. Carr in July, 1908,.35 shown by deed recorded
in Deaed Book 54 page 598 in said Probate (ffice and that affiant says he does
not recall the exact date, but knows approximately when the deed was made and
knows Mrs, Carr's husband was T. W. Carr and knows that they went into possession

 of the lots and built a frime house tﬁereon no long after she bought it and they
lived on sald lots and reared their family there until Mrs. S. F. Carr died
sometime around the time of World War I. After which'timé, the said T. W.
Carr died approximately 2 years prior to the year 1928, but he continued tc live
on the place until his death. Affiant says Mrs. S. F. Carr had three children,

~ namelys J. A. Carr, whose wife was Gertrude Carr; Martha L. Vincent, whose husband
was dead on April 16, 1928; and A. P. Carr, whosé wife was named Floy Carr; that
said persons were the sole heirs of S. F. Carr in April 1928, and that the said
S. Fo Carr died without leaving a Will, Affiantffurther'says he recalls L, L.
Harris and Julia Harris purchased said land in l§30 and they went into immediate
possession of sald lots and lived in the house situated thereon until Mr. Harris

~died in 1939 and Mrs., Harris died approximately 3 years ago. Affiant further
'says nelther of said parties left a Will aﬁd they left surviving them as iheir
sole heirs, namely: Pauline Harris McCrary, whose husband is Burl McCrary;

Ann Harrls Cunningham, whose husband is Jack Cunningham; and Reese Howell Harris
whose wife is \'dessa Harris, Affiant further says after the death of Mrs. Julia
Harris, Heese Howell Harris, being one and the same as H.;H. Harris, remained in
the possession of said lots and purchased the interest of the cther heirs and he

has lived on it continuously since his mother's death.and he has occupied the
| | ‘

house situated thefeon and has had a garden on a portion of the lots as did his
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predecessors before him and he has used the shme in a like manner tc them.
|

The original house burned since R. H. Harris has owned the land and he has
|

built a new house on the lots and is now living in it,

Affiant further says he has never heard of Talladega wWholesale G.ocery
Company owning or claiming any interest in sald lots and that it is affiant's

recollection that sald Company has been out of business for sometime.

Affiant further says he has never heard of S. M. Cost making any claim to

own the above described lots.
serving

Affiant further says that for several years he has been/on the Board
6f Revenue and_Control of Shelby Courity, Alabama, and he is familiar with the
proceeding of Shelby County vs R. H. Harris filied in Probate Minutes 1Y
page 345 in said Pr.bate Uffice and affiant says said éondemnation proceeding
was for the purpose of obtaining a right of wéy for paQing the County Road
which ran along.Main Street éccording to Arkwright Subdivision and extended

| i |

'1ots on the north pcrtion of said subdivision and it took

approximatély 80 feet off the north side of the lots adjoining the suuth

south along the

side of Main Street in sald Subdivision. Affiant says this may vary some,

but it is in the neighborhood of the amount taken.
|

Affiant further says that he has never heard of Fanny Hinds owning or

claiming any interest in the above described lots.

REGARDING LOTS 5 through 15 in Block 172

Affiant says that it has b2en cailed to his attention R. F. Cox, W. B,
Browne and W. L. Farley purchased Lots 5, 6, 7 and 8 Block 17 mentioned above

from Junction Land and Industrial Company on May 30, 1907, as shown by deed

recorded in Deed Bock 47 pag? 339 in said Probate fficd. Affiant says, while he

did not know they had purchased said lots, he does recall that L. L. Harris

purchased them at a Tax Sale in 1931 and obtained a tax deed in 1936 and fenced

the lot a short time thereafter and went into inmediate possession of the same

and farmed them each and every year until his death. After which, his widow

and then ii. H. Harris has continued to farm aaid lots each and every year until
this very cday. It has been called to affiant’s attention that He L. Horsley

purchased Lot Noe. 9 frem Junctlon Land and lndustfial Company on May 30, 1937{
Affiant did not know prior to this time that H. L. H rsley owned sald lot, but

he does recall talking t W. J. Horskey and recalls that W. J. Horsley told

Affiant says W. J. Hursley conveyed said lot to Lo Le
|

f:Harris in 1936, as shown by deed recorded in Deed Bonk 96 page 206 in said

him he owned said lot.
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Probate : ffice. The said L. L. Harris went into immediate possession of the lot
and had it fenced, alcng with other lots mentioned above, and cultivated it along
with the other lots until his death. Then his widow until her death and then R. H.

Harris have continued tou cultivate it each and éveryﬁyear until this very day.

Affiantrsays he recalls Cecil Browne was one?of the larger land owners and
owned a 1ot of land in that area but he did not know about his owning Lots 11 to .
16 in Block 17. Affiant does recall thaf Je. Ue Lee owned L-ts 11, 12, 13 ;nd 15
of Bleck 17; in fact, affiant says he lived in the hcouse situated on sald lots
runtil the house burned and thereafter he and his wife, Hattie Lee, whose name 18
somotimes referred to as Heddie Lee, conveyed said lots to L. L. Harris and Julias
Hariis on August 24, 1932, as shown by deed recorded in Deed B.-:k 94 page 35 in
sald Probate « ffices Mr. & Mrs. L. L. Harris went into‘immediate pwsse;sinn of
said lots and fenced them in, along with their other property mentioned in this

affidavit and they farmed the land each and every vear until Mr. Harris® death

and then his widow and then K. H. Harris continued to farm it until this very day.

REGARDING LOT 190, Block 17, affiant sayse

He recalls Eugene Villiams who lived in Vincent, formerly ovined caid lot
and it is affiant’'s information that he c-nveyed it to Hattie Lee and she and her
hucband were in possession of the lot until they sola it to L. L. Harris and Julila
Harris in 1932. Nr. & Mrs, Harris and then their son, R. H. Harris hav; occupied:
said Lot 10 the same as they did the other lcts in said Block 17,
Affiant further said he has never heard of A. J. Peterscn wning Lot 6
in said Block 17 and has1never known of him-making any claim to the same.
Affiant further says that he has never heard of-Fanny Hinds fwning'or
claiming any interest in the above described lots.
REGARDING LOT 5, BLCCK 19, affiant says:
He recalls Mr. & Mrs. R. H. Harrisﬁpurchaﬂed sald lot from the State of
Alabama on September 22, 1954, as shown by Deed book 169 page 438 in.said Probate
Offices They went into immediate possession of the same and cultivated it and used

it, along with their other lots in sald Subdivision, in the same manner each and

every years until this very day.

Affiat further says he has never heard of anyone contesting the title or
disputing the possession of R, H, Harris - gor predecessor i tle to anyyof said

lots,
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State of Alabama
Shelby County

Sworn to and subscribed to before me this the 16th day of December, 1961.
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Notary Publi




