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SHELBY COUNTY

Comes novw tefore me, W. W. Rabren, a Notary Public for the State of Alabama at Large,
Mr. J. M. Lowe, who being first duly sworn to speak the truth depoeses and says as
follows: - .,

My name is J. M. Iowe and I am 78 years of age and presently live at Route 1, Vincent,
Sheéby County, Alabama, and have lived at this address since about the year 1905, I
was born and raised aat the old Lowe Home Place which is & out two miles from my

present home,

I am acquainted with the ownership and possession of the following described lands:

The NE3 of NEZ and N& of SEX of NE:x of Section 35;
A1l that part of the I\W‘Jl of 1\]]1'::L of Section 35, lying Bast of Coosa Valley ltoadj

Also all thatpprt of the S of NE+ of Section 35, lying East of Coosa Valley Road

and North of a Branch or di tch'
A1l above in Township 18 Sf::m_th of Range 2 Fast, Excepting Highwsy Right of Way,

Situdded in Shelby County, Alabama.

As Tar back as I can remember the above described property was possessed by John Hodm es,
who was the brother to Mary L. Nl‘tChell, and father of W.¥.R, Holmes, Mary L, Holmes

was ' the wife of M,T. Mitchell, who is the grantee in deed dated November 23, 1385,
Recotded in Deed Book 95 , page 571, in the Officeof Judge of Probate. M.T. Mitchells wife
was the Postmaster in Vincent and lived in Vincent and John Holmes and his wife

lived on the iitchell place, which was commonly known as thedJohn Holmes place.,

M.T. Mitchell and his wife Mary L. #itchell had no children born to their marriage.
Lthey adopted two .girls from the orphans home, After M. T. Mitchell died, his wldow,
Mary 1, Mitchell and the two adopted daughters, who were Mary Ida Mitchell and Lizzi
Mitchell, must have sold the farm place to W. F. R. Holmes, as shown by deed dated
November 3, 1905, signed by them, which is recorded in Deed Rook 3L, at page 552, in
the Offiee of Judgeof Probate,

W.F.R. Holmes was knowvn as Billy Holmes and was the son of John Holmes. Billy Holmes
was raised up on the John Holmes Place, I do not rememte r when Billy Holmes married,
but do know that he married Mary Ida Mitchell, the daughter, or rather adopted daughter,
of M.T. Mitchell and Yary L. k3 tchell Y

Billy Halmes and his wife, Mary Ida & ) S lived on the John Holmes pagee, until
their deaths somerears ago and raised their family on the property described above,

The party signing the deed referred to above as lizzle Gaddy was one and the same as
Iizzie Mitchell, Lizzie Mitchell ran away from her adopted varents and married Ed G,dgy.

As far back s I can remember no onefes been in possession of the above described
property other than John Holmes, W.F. R. Holmes andhis heirs. Insofar as I know
John Holmes possessed the property as a tenant of M.T. Mitchell and his wife Mary L.

Mitchell,

To my personal knowledge W. F. R. Holmes, prior to his death in the year 1950, for
more than twenty years was 1n gctual possession of the above described property,
and hispossession was open, notorious, peaceful, quite, exclusive and direct, andit

was adverse snd hostile to all the world, as W. ¥. R. Holmes claimed said property as
his own under color of title and I have never known of anyone questioning the title
of W.F.R. Holmes, and since his death, the claim of his hears {o the title to the

- above described property.

Dated this 19th, day o March, 1960,
[/
...-/ " *‘ ' /. 4
. . Lowe

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 19th. day o f March
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