STATE OF ALABAMA /h 5/5 =% ' ' sook LST mee 12
SHEIBY COUNTY , ,

Before me, the undersigned authority, personslly appearéd Merble L. Martin,
who, being by me first duly sworn, deposes end seys as follows:

My neme is Merble L, Mertin end I em 71 years old end I reslde in Calers,
ohelby County, Alsbema, During the last 60 yesrs I have been intimstely acquainted
with the N} of SBE% of Section 12, Township 24, Renge 13 Esst in Shelby County,s
Algbama, When I was one yeer old my perents moved to within one-quarter of & mile
of the sbove described land to live and after thet I lived and resided within ong-
quarter of a mile of the sbove deseribed land for the next 54 yesrs of my life,Since
then I have never lived more than two miles away from ssid lend,

. I know that gometime prior to the yesr 1888 John Sesle acquired title to
- and owned this land aend thst in the yesr 1888 the said John Sesales conveyed this land
to his- son, George W, Seales, by warrenty deed, When I first ceme to know thls land
the sald George Seales owned it and was living on it end rsising his femily there, 1
know that sald George ¥, Seale owned and was living on and was in the pescesble poss-
ession of the sbove described land at the time of his death which took place sbout

L6 years ago. So far ss I know George W, Segle died without a ¥ill, I was well ac-
quainted with him and ell members of his family end I know that at his desth George

We Segle left survivimg him as his sole heirs st lew snd next of kin his widow, Doll
Seale, and three sons, nsmelp, Tom Seale, Lee Sesle end George Sesle, snd one daughter,
Nonnle Seale who married Frank Shaw, All of these next of kin are now desd. Nonnie
Shew hed more than one child but the only one I know is nsmed Bill Shaw snd he lives
somevhere in the viecinity of Sylacsuga, 8lsbame, at the present time aCcording to my
information, | |

After the desth of George Sesle his widow and et lesst one child contlnued
to reside on the above lend as their homestesd for several ysars and they later moved
avey from this lend and the house burned, Later the George W, Sesle heirg and next
of Rin falled to psy the tax on the sbove lanﬁ end 1t was sold at tax sele and they
never did redeem this land from the tex sale and they were not in possession of the
lend any more after the tax ssle., This land wasn't worth very much with the house
burned off of it and thet is the mein reason the Seale heirs did not redeem the land
from the tax sele and coptinue to assess and pay taxes thereon., John W, Hawkins sc-
quired title to this lend through or as the result of the tax sele and he went into
active possession of this lend and this land wes known as the John W, Hawkins land. .
John W, Hawkins conveyed this lend to Nellie Hawkins Barksdale in 1947 and later
thet yeer she conveyed this lend to J.F.Oates, Ellie H.Ostes and Virginia Ostes Watson,
who quitclaimed the lend to Vinnie Clerk in 1949 and the dgy after she bought it Vin-
nie Clark conveyed this lend to Olon Belcher Lumber Compeny, Incorporated, I know that
since Merch 30,1949, Olon Belcher ILumber Compeny, Incorporated, has been in the actual,
active, peaceable, sdverse, undisputed, exchugive, open, notorious snd continuous po-
gssession of 8ll of seid N} of SEf of Section 12 openly cleiming to own and owning the
$itle thereto and there has been no dispute of their title, I know that since they
have hed this lgnd in their possession Olon Belcher Lumber Compery, Incorporsted, have
cut and removed some of the timber from this lend gnd this took place 3 or 4 years ago..

I am also femilier with the S} of SEi end SEx of SWi of Section 4, Township 24,
Renge 14 East, Shelby County,Alebemg, I first ceme to know this land gbout 50 yesrs
ago and at that time it wes owned by s man by the nsme of Alfred V,Holm who built s
house on the lend and lived on it severel years, Later on 81fred V,Holms felled to
pey the teax on this lend and it sold at tax sale in 1921 end J.C.Scoggins bought the
land in et said tax ssle and the Probate Judge geve him a tax ssle deed to this land
in the yesr 1926, Scokkins owned this land for seversl yesrs but I do not know what
Scoggins did with the land, I never heerd Scoggins title to this lend to ever be dis-
puted in eny menner and I do know that he peacesbly occupied and claimed title to
this land for severel ysers until he sold it but I do not know who he sold it to. Olon
Belcher Lumber Company, Incorporated, bought this land snd went into the actual poss-
ession of it in 1949 and since then they have owned this land end have been in the

excluslive and adverse possession of it.

_ John ¥, Hawkins owned and was in the sactusl,adverse,undisputed, exclusive and
continuous possession of the Ny of SEx of Section 12,Township 24,Renge 13 hest She 1by
County,4dlsbams, from the time he bougﬁt it in 1938 until he conveyed it to Nellie
- Hewkins Barksdale in the year 1947. _ 7 /64A
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Sworn to and subscribed before me this _2-% day of _ (\Zuecanes , 1957,
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