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STATE OF ALABAMA Boox I |
0 UMY pare SR
SHELBY COUNTY Pase 21009
i v ‘ . L. B, Shaw ‘

Ju sti%eerssga%ec?eeaggd appeared before me,

a NocxXoxpxBiantxx in and for said County in said State, Mr. Robert Becarden, who being

first duly sworn to speak the truth deposes and saith as %ollows:q

Ny name is Robert Bearden and I am 39 years of age. I was born and raised
in the érlem Community at a house alut one-half mile from the Salem School house,
which was built about the year 1604 on the lot described in deed from T. A. Bearden
and wifé, Lizzic Bearden, to T. A, Bearden, J. L. llkcGaughy and J. T. kNcGaughy as
Trustees of the Salem School Community, which is rccorded in Deed Book 50 page 61
of the Office of the Judge of Probate, Shelby County, Alabama, I have lived in-Shelby
County all my life time and presently live at Aldrich, Shelby County, Alabama,

I attended school in the school house situated on the lot described in
deed referred to above for approximately ten ynrs and know from my own personal know-
ledge that about the year 1925, the school building on this lot was abandened for the

use as a school, The school children wio had been attending school in that school

buflding Began traveling by school bus to Mont evallo, Alabama, to attend school, as
the schools of Shelby County were consolidated about the year, 1925. I remember the
time the school sessions were discontinued at tlke Salem School House because nmy son,
Sidney Bearden, and my brother, ionroe Bearden, were attending Salem School at that
time and I remember that lirs. Gertrude Kirkley of llontevallo, Alabama, was the teacher
at the time the school sessions were discontinued.

I know from my own personal knowledgce that since the building which was
constructed on the lot described in the decd referred to above was aban-doned for the
use as a school, which was about the year 1925, and that the buiilding was not used
for educational, chatitable or religious purposes of any kind or nature so long as ilie
building remained on the lot. I know from my own personal knowledge that about the
vear 1956, the old school building was torn down by Floyd Bearden, the son of T. A.

,
Bearden and wife, Lizzie Bearden, and I further know that a few years before the old
school building was torn down that Luther Bearden and his family lived in the old
school building as a dwelling for one winter, and that Redger "Jack" Butler and his
family lived in the old school house as a dwelling for two winters.

I further depose and saith that after the school building was torn down and

the lumber removed from the property, that up until about three years ago there were
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300K 1853 pge 206 |
g no other strpcturesxor buildings of any kind or nature built on the lot where the old
school building once exisged; that about three years ago some parties begaﬁ building
a concrete blocﬁ Chﬁrch on the Iot.. I further depose and saith that prior to the;time
these parties begén huilding the.concrete bloék Church on the lot that Floyd Beérden
had maintained a fence around the lot'since shortly after the old school building
~was torn down which was aroun@ the year 1936, that about three years ago some

people went on the premises and removed the fences and began building the concrete

hlock Church.

I 'know from my own personal knowledge that every year sometime in the months
were held
of MMay or June, Memorial Secrvices ffor the people buried in the Salem Graveyard,
which 1s located across the road from where the old school building once stood, and-
that these slemorial Services have never been held on the lot where the old school
building once stood, but instead, were conducted across the road from the Cemetary
and about 50 yards Noxth of the old school-building lot and for years the Services
were conducted under a big white oak tree which stood at that point. I have personal
knowledge of where the tiemorial Services were held since the year 1925 when the
school sessions were discontindbd at the Salem School House for the reasoi that I
attenaed the Llemoriél services for 21 straiaglit years, but have not attended the
past few years since they have started the construcﬁon 6f the Church on the lot
referred to above,
know from my own personal knowledge that since the year 1925, there has
been no educational, charitable or religious uses made of the lot described in the
. deed referrgd to above up until about threce years ago when certain parties began

building a concrete block Church on the lot.
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Hobert Bearden.

and subscribed before me on tlus‘idg-day of }Eé v 1907,
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