- STATE OF ALABAI*.IA

e
- SHEIBY COUNTY 80D ‘ J_ 7 8 PAbEiﬁS ‘ “ | |
- _ "~ Before me, A‘ ) s Mthe undersgigned authorlty in and for

GooAh

'Washam, Who, aftar belng by me f::.rst duly sworn to speak the truth, deposes and

Gounty in the State of Illinois, personnally appeared Mary Lee R,

é

says: -

My narné is Mary Lee R, Washam. I a é z years of age and am a daughterMﬁ.R W

- of J ohn William Ratchford and Rose Ella Ratchi'ord. "I have been fam:Ll:Lar W:.th the

follow:l.ng described property all of my 1ife, Said property being described as
follows: | -

. . _ PARCEL 4 Towpship 22, Range 1 fest,
SEx of SWi and ST of SWx of Section 1'7/ls except one acre on

~which Hopewell Church is 1ocated, and which is desecribed in

“detail in Deed Book 13 Page 45 in the Probate Office of Shelby

County, 4lsbama, and except right of way of the L & N Ra:r.lroad.
Affiant further says that L., T. Phillips and his wife, F, J, Phillips were. the
erandparents of 1aff.ia*nt. Affiant further sé.ys that it has been called to her
attention that L., T. 'Phillipks and his wiir'e,‘ F, J. Phillips made aright'of viay
éeed to Anniston and Atlantic Railroad Company in the yéar 1890 across SE7 of |
STt of said Sectio_xi 17 and while affiant cannot remember that farback, she sajrs
it is common knowledge in hér family that tﬁe gaid L.-' '];'. Phillips and h:n.s wife,
F, Jo. Phillips were in pos_session'of all the above land designated as Parcel A
at the time sald deed was madé s, and even earlier, Affiant further says -tha;c. tile'
séid L, T, Phillips and his w:‘Lfe, F., J. Phillips owned and occupied said land
until they sold it to A. R. Wells on September iﬁé? 1905, as shown by deed recorded
in. Deed Book 27 Page 478 in said Probate Off:l.ce. The said 4. R. Wells, who was

affiant's uncle, owned and was in possess:.on of said land and paid taxes on it

each and every year until he sold it to J. R, Phillipsq in January 1912, as shown
'by deed recorded in Deed Book 49 Page 83 in said Probate Office. It has been
cailed to affiant' attention that the deed was made to R Je PhilllpS' however,

affiant says that she knows of her own knowledge that was a ty'pogaphical error

!

and that her said Uncle's name was J. R, Phillips, his full name being John R.

Y A
F

Phillips., The said J. R. Phillips ow_n_ed said land and paid taxes on it each and
every year during his ownership and either occupled or rented said property out
a portion of
-~ to tenants unt:l.l he sold/:.t to Rose Ella Ratchford 1n December 1920 as shown by
‘deed recorded in Deed Book '70 Page 7_0 in said Probate Office. Affiant further
says she 1s informed that the deed was made out and signed in the name R. J, Phillips,
- butb Lshe is convincéd that it was ohly doneforthe purpose of making her Uncle"é

name consistent with the way it was _cohveyed '1_';0 "h_im;-_.because his name was actually
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J R. Phill:.ps..' Afflant further says she is fur'bher :Lni'ormed 'l;ha'b sa:Ld deed was _
| made to Lila Rosa Ratchford y. who is one and the same person as R B, Ratchford,
Rosella Ratchford and Rose Ella Ra‘bchford. Th:Ls IIZLS my Imo’oher and her“ oo;'rect name
is Rose Ella Ratohi‘ord., Affiant further saye she was born1 on the land lylng L
f :l.nunee:?lla’c.elyr west of the above descrlbed land. Aff:l.ant further says that the sa:u.d
Rose Ella Ratchford weot into 1_mrned1ately,po_ssess:l.on-of. said land at the Lt:t'.me
~she purbhaseﬁi't and she and my l'athea' lived on :'i.‘h ‘ reared their ohildrea on it,
cultlvated portlons of it and obta.lned f:r.rewood and bulldlng timber from portlons

eaoh and every year untll the year _[M when the sald J ohn Wllllam Ratchfordhﬂf R W

L]

dled After which, the said Rose Ella Ratchford elther herself or through her
_or heirs .

agents or tenants/occup:.ed said land by the same methods meno:.oned above each and
every year and have' been asséssing the same and ola:.mln'g to own it until thls present

| day. Affiant further ‘says that she is informed Itha't' ithe‘S’t% of SW_%; offsaid Section -

L7 vas sold fof taxes -in the-'year 192'3'.when' :Lt was .assessed to J. R. Phillips

~and that said Tax _Sale was can_oelled b-'_Y the State for the -reason that the taxes

| hadbee’n. paid by J .I D. Straitorzand B. H, 'Holcombe.'- &l‘fiant eayethat she knows
.ofher own. knowledge. tha'lo her- mother, RoseEllaRa’tchford, owned said laad in

~ the year 1922 and assessed and paid taxes"on 1t dur*ing‘ the time she did own it
and she '- knowsl ﬁha-t aeither J o D.:* Stmiton aor B, H, -Ho‘lcombe ever owned any interest
in said land and they never made any claim to-the same,. - -

- Affiant i"urther says that it has been .called to her attention thafo J. M,
Leonard and others made a deed _to Dugles Phillips on February 18 , 1898, as shown
'by deed re,oord‘ed ih_Dee:dBi_opk 22 LPage 68 in said Probate- Office, ohich said deed '
.conveyed‘“the followio‘g desoribed le;nd' J o - .

' ' - PARCEL B

SL of SE: of Section 18, TOWI‘IShlp 22, 'Range l West Shelby
County, Alabama. | .

. Affiant further says that the gi‘aotee :Ln sa:Ld deed ivas her Unole and Itna"b Dugles

| ILPhllllpS Was one and the same person as Douglas PhllllpS and H L. D Phllllps. N
Afflant further says that the sald Douglas Ph::.ll:.pe owned and occupled e:Lther l
personally or through ’cenan‘bs the land above descrlbed as Parcel B durlng e.ll

“the time he owned 1t until he sold it to Will:l.am Ratchford and Rosella Ra'bchford,
' - . on December 2, 1908, . "
'-afflant's parents,/as shown by deed recorded :Ln Deed Boo& 29 Page 342 1:1 sa:.d

| Probate Offlce. Aff:.ant further says the Wlfe of H L D Ph:.lllps was named

| __ Lela Ph:Lll:Lps and she :Ls one and the same pers 011 as Lila Phl]l:]_ps and Lelar Ph:l.lllps._l"i.__;'-_' ~
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Affiant further says that William Ratchfdrd and Rose Ella Ratchford went into
imnediate possession of the property at the time they purchased 1t and lioed on
1t and cultivated parts of it and obtained firewood and building ’oimjoer from parts
of it, reared their children on it and actually occupied it in person or through
their agents or heins each and every year until the year Jﬂgy_, when the said John! PRN _
‘ Wiiliam Ratchford died. After which time , the said Rose Ella Ratchford or her
agents or heirs have been.in possession of said prOperty, assessing and o-isiming

&

to own it each and every year until t he present date. Affiant further seys that

J. W, V. Ratchford
41]_’L:Lem Ratchford, J ohn o Ratohi'ord/and Jo ¥, Ratchford are one and the same

L

, person,

Affiant fnrther says she has never known or heard ofﬂSamuel il Pickler and
she knoos that since she can remember he has never'been in possession of SW: of
SE;- of said Section 18, nor to her knowledge he has never made any claim to it
whatsoever,

There has been.called to affiant's .attention that there is a mortgage
recorded from J, 7. V., Ratchford andLR E. Ratchford to H, L D, Phillips which

was made in J anuary, 1903, Affiant further says her mother and father were

R

living on the property as early as lf[.O's and it is possible they began purchasingmg\w,
the same and made a mortgage on that date, althouéh'the deeol wWas nhot made until
the year 1908, as mentioned above.
Arffiant further says that said property desoi-i‘oed in Parcels & a‘nd B above
was assessed to J, . and Rose Ella Ratchford Estate, L. E, Ratchford, Administrator,
for the year 1951 and the same sold for nonpayment of the taxes and was bought in
by J. H, Davis. Affiant further says she, in the name Kary Washam, redeemed from
said Tex- Sale in October 19*52 and that she was acting for end on behalf of the
heirs of J. V. and Rose Ella Ratchford, deceased. Affiant further says she
claims no interest in said properby by virtue of said Tax Sale, bn'b only claims

an interest as g heir of J. Vo, and Rose 71la Ratchford and as a devisee under the

W11l .of Rose Ella Ratchford,

/QIA’ ./Ar/ W

I 'F H Washam |

State of Illinois

2 :al‘ 5‘9@1 to and subscribed to by liary Lee R. Washam before me this the ¢l
O ﬁay of Oeteber, 1955, _ .

J
:ﬁ ' 1 & ..t’ 1.1
-~ o _.

Notary Public
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oHELBY COUNTY
SHELBY COUNTY s

\)} A/

N A N AT~ ,Pthe undersigned authority in and fo r
. | l, / e .' | 1

County, in the State of 22 ALLPPTRr , personally appéared Elvie R.

Before me,_ )

*

Shaw, who,'after being by me first duly sworn to speak the truth, deposes and says:

Ny nﬁme is Elvie R, Shaw. I am é g vears of age and am a dal_lghter of T Q QD

"John William Ratchford and Rose Ella Ratchford and am a sister of Mary Lee R, Washam.

I have read the foregoing affidavit of Mary Lee R, Washam and I can remember back

(s approximately the year Zgﬂé and ﬂ'om that time up to the present time, 1

adopt said affidavit and certify that the same 1s true and correct,

Klvie R. Shaw

-

d‘é &~ day of -

nd subscribed by Elv:Le R Shaw before me this the

Notary Public

A *‘L"y Oommss:.on Expires: @&/, J: /76

‘1
‘%‘




