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STATE OF ALABALA

SHELBY COUNTY

Before me, “/@Z K /%WM/:”}"I , the pndersigned authority in and
for aaiii County in said State perscnally apoeared A, B Bristow, who, after being
by me first ‘dtrly sworn to spea}é ’oha truth, deposas aod says: I
. My name is A, B, Bristow, I was born in the year 1876 and have all along
been well acquainted with the land hereinafter deseribed and the persons in

possession of it, Said land being deseribed as follows:

The E: of NEf of Section 16, To"mship 22, Range 1 East,
Shel'by oun'ty, Alabama,

In fact affiant says he can remember the above described land since he was eight
years old because of the fact when he was 8 years of age,‘ his mother took him
to the picnic grounds atiKeWahatchea. We took picnic lunches and all of the

people rode. on three flat cars from Shelby to Kewahatchee. The train was
propelled by an engine owned by Shelby Iron Company, an Alabama corporation,

and thc train was run over tracks owned and maintained by said_ Conpany and '
which tracks ran across both of said forties described above.- The engine that
pulled the cars had a big bcll,' smoke stack and was fired by Wood.' Affiant furher

says the engine was painted black and he vividly remembers the same had a brass

bail and was trimmed with a lot of brass., The train ran about 10 to 12 miles an
hour. The engins stopped at Kewahatchee and they unloaded the rluinchas and the
pcople who wanted to were permitted to ride the train some six milcs on to the
Coosa Rivor. A1l of the tracks belonged to Shelby Iron Company of dlabama,

- Approximately 1500 to 2000 people lived in the town of chclby, Algbama in the
year 1884 according to my best recollection, Affiant i‘urther says that a few
vears prior therato, the payrolls of Shelby Iron Company of Alabama indlcatad

- there were 3500 people on the payroll, This included people or1 the wood crews
which were from other parts cf the county and state, Affiant further says that
on the occasion when he visited Kewahatchee, as mentioned above, and on other
occasions while he was a child, he remembers seeing a rock quarry and crusher

- located on the SEi- of NE+ of said Saction 16 and the same was owned and operated
by Shelby Iron Company of Alabama, Affiant further says that he recalls that
Shcl'lgy Iron Companj' of Alabama owned and was in possession of all of the above
described land and obtained wood therefrom for the purpose of making charcoal

for its furnaces., Affiant further says that near the line dividing the above
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forties, said Company had five ovens at the time affiant mentioned the picnic
at KewahatEhee ahd sald Company maintained said ovens continuously on said lénd
for many years and made charcoal at them and affiant further says that Shelby
Iron Company of Alahams owned said land and was in possession of it from as far
.back as éffiantcan remember and certainly since the year;1884af Affiant further
says he has lived in and around Shelby, Alabama, which is avproximately three
miles fyom the above described land most of his life and has all along “been
familiar'with-it, Affiant further says that Shelby Iron Company, an Alabama
corporation, conveyed said land, along with other lands, to Alabama Coal and
Tron Company, a corporation organized and oexisting under the laws of the State
of New Jersey in the year 1890 and that sald Company went into immediate possesgion
of said land and continued to maintain said charcoal ovens on the same until they
were discontinued about the year 1691 and said Company continued to opsrate the
rock quarry and crusher and céntinued to obtain wood for coeling purposes from
the timber located on said land and contimied *o operate said railroad until
about the year 1891 when said Company conveyed said railroad and it wag there-
alter opsrated by Alabama Mineral Division of the I & N Railroad, Affiant
further says that said Alsbama Coal and Iron Company changed its name +o

Shelby*Iron.Gompany, g New Jersey'Corp@ration,in the year 1903, a copy of the

Declaration of said change having been recorded in Incorporation Record A

Page 275 in said Probate Office, and thereafter said Shelby Iron Company of

New Jersey conﬁinued in the possession of said lard ang operated the rock crusher
thereon, an mentioned above, until the yeer 1912, Affiant further says about
the year 1891 said Alabama Coal and Iron Company constructed 2 pump station on

the SEx of NEf of said Section 16 and pumped water therefrom to the furnaces and

washers and to some of the residences in Shelby and Affiant further says that
Shelby Iron Company of New Jersey continued in the actual possession of the

above deseribed land through eaeh and every year and obtained timber for charcoal
purpcses therefrom and operated said pumping system thereon until sbout the

year 1925 or 1926, at which time said pumping station was discontimied, However,
Shelby Iron Company of New Jersey contimied in the actual possession of all of
the above described land ang kept the lines clearly marked and sold the timber
therefrom and in November 1930, as shown by deed recorded in Deed Book 152

Page 455 in gaid Probate Office, said company conveyed said land to Shelby Iron

Company of Alabama, a corporation organized under the laws of the State of Alabama,
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and thereafter said Shelby Iron Company of Alabama went into-immediate possession
of said land and kept the lines bordering thé same well marked and sold the
timber therefrom on four different occasions and affiant further says that

since the year 1923, affiant has been supervisor over said lands and he has
been upon the lands almost weekly and he knows that Shelby Iron Company of

Ai’abama has contimed in the actual ‘possession of sald land, claiming to own

) s T

- A, B, Bristow

it afainst all the world up until this very day.

State of Alebamsa
Shelby County

Sworn to and subseribed to before me this 23 day of May, 1954,

7ol /@4_44

Notary Public é_,‘af"%
é2422134¢

State of Alabanms

Shelby County

L

ol 21/t /)) the undersigned authority inad for

Before me, A

sald county in said state personally appeared W, L. Christian, who, after being

by me first duly swornl to speak the truth, depose-s and says:

My name is W, L. Christian, I am 77 years ol age and have lived in Shelby

except for 7 or 8 years,

County, Alebama, all of my 1ife/, I was born in Shelby, Alabama in the year 1877
and lived there until I was apprnximately 20 years old and have spent the
rereainder o.;.'my life in Shelby County except for 7 or 8 years., Affiant further
says he has all along been well acquained with the land hereinsbove described
in the affidavit made by A, B, Bristow and has been familiar with the persons
in possession of it throughout the years, In fact, for some 20 years, affiant's
father was Superin{'.endani: of Shelby Iron Company, Affiant says he can remember
the above described land since he was avproximately 7 years old, 1In fact, he
remembers beirig on the same pienic as that described above by A. B. Bristow

and affiant says that he has read the above affidavit by 4, B, Bristow and
he says the matters and things therein mentioned are true and correct and he
adopts said affidavit in its en'biréty as being correct, except as hereinafter

explained, Affiant says he has not been the custodian of the books and records

3
of’ Shelby Iron Company and does not know the number of employees of Shelby Iron
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Company, - Affiant further says he has lived at.the plaées mentidnﬁd in this his

affidavit, Affiant further says that he does not have actual knowledge that

Shelby Iroﬁ Company of Alabama sold said timber from said land four times y but
~he 1s ig'i'ormed that it has, Affiant further says he has.never supervised saild

land and has only been upon said land every few years since he has been living

in Columbiana, Alabama, -

-

Al A ‘_h ‘ =
W. L, Christian

L

S‘Esate of Alsbhama

Shelby County
Swworn to and subscribed to before me this the ___‘_3__/____ day of May, 1934,
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