STATE OF ALABAVA,

>l ol Del

'SHELBY ' COUNTY.....

Before me, _ Paul 0.Luck, ] , a Notary
Public, in and for said County, in said State, personally‘apa -
peared John F.Atchison, who, being first duly sworn, deposes
and says that he resides in Shelbv County,Alabama,R.F.D,
Columblana Alabama:that he i1s 88 years of age,and that for
pariod of more than 65 years, last past, he has been acquainted
with the location, the use, the ownership, the parties in pos-
session,and the boundaries of the following described lands,
to wit:

The Fast Half of the Southeast Quarter

of “ection 6:2nd the South Half of the
Southwest Quarter of Section 53 and the
lest Half of the Northeast Quarter:;and

all of the Southeast Quarter of Section 73
and the East Half of the Northwest Quarter
of Section 8: and the Northwest Quarter of
the Southeast Quarter of Section 83and the
Horth Half of the Southwest @uarter, and
the Snruthwest Quarter of the Southwest ’~
Quarter of ~ection R3; and:.the Northwest

Quarter of Section 173 and the Northeast

Quarter of the Northeast Quarter ©6f

Section 183 all in Townsh*p 21, South,

Range 1 llest,and containing 720 acres,

ond formerly knovm as the Roper Farm,

and in later years knovm as the Browme

Lands,and all situated in Shelby County,
Alabama.

. Affiant further says that he lmew Elizabeth M.Rover
Séerfett, during her iifetime,and also, knew Lizzie ' .,Roper,
before her marriage to VWilliam Bradford Brownej;that affiant
remembers the occasion of the marriage of the said last named
partiessthat the above described lands have been known for
many years, first, as the Roper Farm,and later, as the Frowne
heirs Farm, and affiant says that ever'since he has knowmn
said lands, the lands have been in the onen, notorious,and
continuous possession of Mrs. Elizabeth M.Roper Sterrett,
YI.B.Brovme, who was the husband of Lizzie M.Roper Erowne,

- F.G.Koenig,5r., who was the husband of Myra Browne Koenig,
and since the death of the said Fred G.Koenig,Sr.,the nro-

perty has been in the possession and supervision of Fred G,

Koenig,Jr.,the son of Myra Brovne ¥oenig,Sr.,all as the Agents
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6f-the;severa1 owners named above,

Affiant further says that for many years a grﬂater portibn
of thg.above described lands constituted a very productive farp,'
and the owners and the agents thereof, as aforesaid, for many years
regulaply and continuously had said lands cultivated by tenants

who resided thereon from year to years;that timber for the répairs_
of the residencgs thereon,and for fencing the farm was regularly
cut and used from other parts of said lands not in cultivation.

Your affiént says that at one time he rented parts of saild

1ands for the cultivation of agriculturél cropssaffiant further
says fhat said lands have,in more recent years, been ussed éﬁd
held for timber purposés,and that the ovmers and agents, as
aforesaid, have cut and remdved timber therefrom:that there has
never been any dispute as to the rights of vpossession, owneréhip,
or use of the above described lands for mofé than 65 yearsj;affiant -
further says,that he has lived in close ﬁrozimity to said lands
for more than 65 years,and that he has persdhal knowledge of the
facts stated herein,and of the use and occupancy of said lands.,.

Affianf further says that he knows of his own personal knowl-
edge that for more tﬁan 65 years, last past, that Robert B,Gorsuch,
+he Coosa Valley 0il and Mining Comvany,Thomas Leach have never
made any claim to said lands, nor have they ever been in the vos-
session of caid lands, or exerciced any privileges whatsoever over
caid lands.

Affiant further says that he knew George L.Armstrong and
James V.Rice duging their lifetime,and he knows that neither of
these parties was ever in possession of said lands,nor made any
claim to any right, title, or interest to any part of the above
‘described lands.

Affiant further says that he knows that H.T.DeBardleben
nor the Saginaw Lumber Company has ever, at any time,during the
past 65 years, been in the possession of any part of said lands
nor havé they claimed to own any interest thereinjsaid parties

ovmed land immediately West of the above described tract, but

said lands-formed no part of the lands described above,
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Affiant further says that he knew J. G'Davis during hidi
lifetime and knovs that J.G.,Davis was never in the possession
or claimed to ovm any vart of the 1and5'under examination,but he
did claim to own 1ands Horth of the lands under examination, but
his lands fdrmed no part of the Roper-Brovne-tract of land.: |

Affiant further says that he knew V.M.Davis, sometimes
called ¥Meadow Davis, during his lifetime,and he knows that W.M,
Davis was never in the possession of said lands, nor claimed to
own said lands, or any right, title, or interest to any part of the
above.described lands, but that he did own lands East of theé
lands under examination,

Affiant further says that he knew J.F.Arch~r during his
lifetime,and he knows that for 65 years, last past, that he h3s
never been in the possession of said 1ands. that he has never claimed
to.own.any Dart of the said ahoﬁe describmd lands,but he did owvm -
lands in the viecinity of the lands under examination. |

Affiant further says that he never heard of James M,Dedman or
Mary M.Baker, or Mrs. M.M.Pond,or Lester Mason & Company ever mak-
ing any claim to any part of the lands describedabové; nor were
any of the part%es above named_in thislparagraphever in possession
of the lands under examination.

Affiant further says that he knew Burrell Davis during his
lifetime,and knows that he owvned 80 acres of ladd described as being
in the Vest Hdif of the Northeast Quarter of Section 8,Township 21,
Range 1 Viest, and thét the said Burrell Davis was never in the nos-
session,nor did heﬂclaim_ﬁo ovm the Vest Half of the Southeast
Quarter of Section 8 , or any'other part of the lands under exam-
ination. '

| Affiant further says that of his own personal knowledge,
hekndws that for more than 65 years, last past, Margaret Brdwne
Broughton,-yra Browhe Koenig, Emma Rrowme Ellzabeth Browne,and
those_throughwhom the said Margaret Browne Broughton,Myra Browne

Koenig,kmma Browne, Elizabeth Browvne hold title, namely, William

Bradford Browvme,Sr.,William Bradford Browne, Jr.,Lizzie M.Roper

Browne, Chester Browne,respectively, to the above described lands,



800k 168 page 376

Page L, | .. |

oach has been, respectively, either in person, by Agent, or tenaﬁt,
-in‘thenopen,-notorious, continuous, peaceable,and adverse posSeééion
of said Tands, claiming said lands as thelr own, resoectlvely,against ;
all the world and regularly exercising acts of ownership and poss-
ession over said lands by cultivating the same in agriculturoi cropo,
building dwellings and repairlng the same,and building fences,and
cutting timber from other parts of said property,and 1n the use

of other parts of said lands for grfwing timber: fhat affiant has
:nevor heard the- title of the said Margaret Browne Broughton,Myia
Browne Koenig, Emma Browne, Blizabeth Browne, or those through
whom they‘hold'title as set 1orth herein to be questioned or dis-
puted ingnyway; that said 1ands_in-roality, and by tradition -

have been known ,and have been in the*ﬂpossession.of the John V.,

Roper and his wife, Eligzabeth MfRoper familv and their descendants

for mores than 100 years.
~

| A
Swonn to and subscribed before me on this the Z /" day

of March,195L,
'/,#f*'ézzg;:::::::> Csz ““' d
....n._..c..-L.. V

Notary Public, CL*‘I""lbv oun y;\xhh
Ala bama °
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