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T state of Alabvama,
| Shelby County )}

Sworn and

Before me, L., H., Ellis, a Notery Public in amd for said County,in saild
State, ver sonally amvpoeared John Gill, who is known to me and who,being by me first duly
sworn,deposes and says:
I am sixty nine years of age and reside in Shelby County,.s labama;

T am acquainted with rhe following &and and have known it all my life:

The South west guarter of the northeast®quarter,and the southeast
guarter of the northwest quarter of Section 29,Township 19,Range 2 LZast, situated in Shelby

County, alabama.
The above described land is now owned by John R, Bird, who has been in possession of 1it,

and claiming to own it since 1913, during all of which time aml down to the present tims

he has lived upon it ané cultivated portions of it each and every year.
As far back as I can remember one Bill Hatcher was in possession of this land, claiming

to own it and lived on it and farmed on it, from my realiest recollection do%wn to about the

time I was 21 years of age, at which time he died. I was present and saw him draw his

last breath, and at that time he lived on this land and claimed to own it,and had Dbeen

claiming it as far back as I can remember. I was employed by him and was working for him

at the time of his death.
Said Bill Hatcher left surviving him his widow, Mary Hatcher, and only one child,viz:
aAfter the death

Farmmie Hatcher, He had no other children other than salid Fannie Hatcher.

of said Bill Hatcher, said Mary Hatcher and Fannie Hatcher remsined 1n possession of sald
land through tengnts,claiming to own it until some years afterwards when they sold 1t to

said lMary Hatcher and

J. H, Griffin. The records show a mortgage from J.H.Griffin to

Famnie Hatcher, dated December the 6th, 1907, which is recorded in the Probate Office of
Shel by County,alabama, im liort gage Book 78 at page 363, and according to my recollection
thet is about the t ime they sodldd it to Griffin.
the land through tenants, having it cultivated each and every year,for about 20 years after
Bi1l Hatcher's death, and then sold it to J.H.Griffin,

accordine to my recollection,immediately after J.H.Griffin's purchase of the land €rom

the Hatcher s as aforementioned, he went in posc ession of the land and lived there a part

of the time and built a house on it, being the house in which said John R. Bird now lives.

What time he was not actually on the land himself ,he was in posesession through tenants, unti

In other vords,they remained in possession of tl

he sold it to his brother,J.W.Grif fin, sometime in the year 191k,according to my reco llectiori.

The recor ds show a mortgage dated liarech 4, 1911, executed by J. W. Griffin and wife, Willie

Griffin to J.H.Griffin and wife, Laura Griffin, and eac cordipg to my recollection this 1s abou

the time that J.W.Griffin purchased the land from his brother. This mortgage 1s recorded in

the fromte Office of Shelby County,alabama, in morggage book 94 at page S05.
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J. W. Criffin,immediately after his purchase of said land from his Li»7%0

btother,J.H®Grif fin,moved on said lend and lived upon it and cultivated vortions of it .for

about twe® years and until he sold it to Dr.H.B.Lane, by deed dated January 31, 1913,as

shown by records in tre Probate Office of Shelby County ,Alsbama, in deed book 53 at pege 265,5

and this according to my recollection is about the time that said briffin sold the land to

sald Dr. Lane.

Dr. H. B. Lane immediately after his purchase of said land from J. V.

Griffin,as aforesaid ,went in possession of it through tenants and had it cultivated one
year and then sold it to the vpresemt owner,l’r.John R. Bird.
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J. H, Gpiffin a-d J. Wi Gpiffin have been living smmewhere in the Stateofl!

Mississippi for a number of years and as a mat ter of fact they left here socon after they so 14

the land and went to iississippil. N3 s

John Fa r?c’i 11
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State of Alabama, | . !

Shel by County)
Before me, L. H. Ellis, a Notary Public in and for said County, in

said State, personally appeared S. M. Jones, who. 1is known to me and who, being by me first

duly sworn,deposes and says:
I am 67 years of age and have known the land described in the

af'idavit of Mr.John Gill to whdch this affidavit is attacheé,all my life, I was raised

in one half mile of the land and have lived in that section of the Couhty all my life. I have!

heard the affidavit made-by Mr. John Gill read and. what he says in his affidavit as to the |

history of this lend is to my knowledge substantially correct.

John R. Bird has been in the continuous, notorious, open, actual, ex-

clusive, adverse possession of said land for more than twenty years prior to this date, dur ing

all of which time he has resided upon said land and cultivateé portions of the same each and

every year.

his
S. M. X Jones
mar k-

Sworn and subscribed to before me this
the 17th day of December, 19395.

L. H. E11is,
Notary Public.

Filed for record in this office the 2nd day of Jenuary, 193 at 10 AM aml recorded in Deed

Record 99, page 1l3l, and examined.
L. C. Walker ,

- Judge of Probate.




