AFRIDAVIT

STATE OF ALABAMA )
SHELBY C QUNTY )

Before me L. L. Saxon, Notary Public inand for said County in sald State, personally
appeared Fanny L. Bristow, known to me, and being by me first duly sworn deposes and says

ag follows:
| My name i s Fanny L. Bristow and 1 will be 76 years of age inJMay 1926. 1 live

at Shelby Springs, Alabama, and have lived there continuously since 1861 to the present timel

T am acquainted with the following described lands, to-wit:

The south half .of Section 6 lying south and west of Camp Branch; the north half

and the north half of the southhalf of Section seven (7);bthe'northwest quarter, the

A

east half of the northeast quarter and the northwest‘quarter of the southwest quarter

of Section eight (8): all in Townshlp twenty two (22) Range one (1) westj}and the east
half of the southeast quarter of Section one (@), the north half of the southeast guarter

and the southeast quarter of the northeast quarter of Section twelve (12); all in township

twenty two (25){ Range tvio (2) west; all in Shelby Uounty, Alabama, and known as the

Shelby Springs property.*
1 am the daughter of #ary A. Norris and Jasper J. Norris. My:mother and father

}

moved on to saldgproperty, and took pOSBESSlOﬂlDf same, except as %o reservatlons whloh

I will refer to later on in this gffidavit in 1861l; and L moved onto saidgproperty
with my father and mother at that time. }/f‘ ‘

My father and mother had thelr resldence on, and lived on, said property oontlnuously
and uninterruptedly from 1861 until 1883."“ur1ng that entlre time they;had.possesslon -
of said prOperty, oultlvated part of it, got wood and plne off of other;parts of it, had
pastures on other parts of 1t and during all of sald tlme they claimed it adversely to
the world and 1t was known all over that seotlon that my mo ther and father owned 1t1_
Their possesslon and claim of ownership was open, notoricus, continuous and adverse Lo %Lheld,
world, and:uninterrupted from 1861 to 1883;'and during all of said time no oOne €lse
whatever olaimedany right, title or interest, or right of possession, to any of said
property except as to‘reseruations above referred to.

In 1883 my mother'and father sold said property to Mary M. Baker, and they moved
‘off of said property to Gadsden., Alabama. Immediately upo.n sald sale Mary il. Baker

took possession of all of said property, except as toreservations I will refer to later on

in this affidavit and has. held actual, open, notorious, continuous, uninterrupted and

adverse possession of all of said property :E‘rom'the year 1883 until the year 1912. ©She,

or her tenants, cultivated part of said property, actually lived on said prope rty, gathered
wood and pine from parts of 1t, had pastures on parts of it oontinuously and uninterruptedl
from the time my motherand father moved off of said property in 1885 until C. T. Brittinghan
took posgession in 1912. Z?uring all of said time Mary If. Baker? who was later on lMary

M. Pond and afterhthatMary‘Mq'Momshon, claimed to own all of said;property*and it was
known all over that section as her property; and dwring a;l of said time'no nne else
whatever ever:made any claim to any right, title, interest or possession of any of said
property, except as to reservations hereafter to be referred to. During all of said time
and every summer, said property was operated as a SummerResort, known'as_shelby Springs,_
either by iary M..; Baker, Mary M. Pond, or HMary M. McMahon, or her lessee; and when she

had the property leased out she continued to live on sanme .

In August 1912 C. T. Brittingham, by himself or tenant went into possession of all

of said moperty, andheld possession until November 1912, when P. W. McMillan went into




possession. P. W. McMillan held poes.eesion fr'om that timﬁe” _until Februory_, 1916, and
from that time until the present J. R. McHillan and his wife Da}.sy Smi th licMillan have
been in posgession of said proPerty. ' '

Ag to the ehoeptl ons and reservatlons made 1n the deed from J‘as. H. Smlth and wife
to Mary A. Norris dated eoember 6th, 186l; and _1n the deed_froxn Ma_r_g___A. Norris and
husband to iary M. Baker da.ted November 24, 1883' and i1 n the deed firom'S.: T. Bristow and
others to HMary Ili. Liclahon dated Becember 27, 1902, _afflant 5ays; Vf W ‘Boykin has never
been 1n possession of, or clalmed to own, two acres 1in the southeast corner of the east
half of *southeast quarter of Seotl on one, Towns hip twenty twoﬁ, Eonge one weet, and no_‘

one else has ever been in possession of, or claimed, said two acres, as against the

- possesslon of the parties above named since I have known saio proPerty.

Vi IJ[. Boykln hag never been 1in posses-lon of, or made any claim to, a2 two acre lot |

o

in the northeast corner of Seotlon Twelve townshlp twenty two, ange two west, since 1

have known said property .
Gomer 1"‘e.tts has never been in possession of, or claimed title to a lot of five acres,
or any other lot since l'. have known said property for the last fortj yeare .
V. W.Bojkin, claimed, and was in possession of, a lot of soinething like nine aore-s‘

on the west side of the Southern Railroad and said lot is ‘-now probably o;aimed by a

Mrs. HMushatt. There was a house on this lot andj some years ago “omer tore down thi.e

" house and bought the lumber from ﬂrs. Mushatt, I under'sta'nd.

C._ G. Bdwards never was in possession of, or c‘lai_med title to, a lot contoining five
acres, or any other lot on .sai'd prope rty, since 1l have known-séid_ prOpe rty .

-""_Ihe lot referred to as V. S. Fellows lot is the lot now known as the ﬁelsnnlﬂ:bt
on the west side of the Souﬁthern Rai'lroad, and YWiley Nelson has been in poesese'ion of
said lot, ‘ |

R. D. Ga.yle never was in posses:ion or claimed any tltle to anylot of ftygo and ore

half acres, or any other lot, since 1 have known the pr operty
L. J Hale, was in possession before 1874 of a lot on the west side of the biouthern
Bailroad and had o house on i t. Thls house blew down in the storm of 1874 and L. J. Hale
has nerer_ been in possession of or claimed any title to s aid Lot or in a lot frontlng

on the railroad, since I have known said @ opertiy.

P. J. Weaver has never been in possession of or claimed any title to any lot on sald

'propertyj__si nce I have known said Proper ity .

I+ B. Gopldsby has never been rn posseszion of, nor cléiﬁed any title to anj lot oon-
taining'ten a:ores. or any other lot on sai_dproperty .since I have known 'eaid property.

Th.e lot referred to as being canreyed by Fannie Bristow fto Henry Norris is ‘the lot
next to the church on‘ the west side of the railroad.r Dr. Robbins has never been in
posses:ion of or claimed any title to any lot on said property since Ihave known it.
Dr. Robbins lived in “elma and spoke at one time of building a oottoge on the west side
of Ghe railr_)nd directly opposite the S. W. John's lot hut he gare up the iciea and never
built any co ttage 'ond has never claimed the lot since that time.

Gred Hooker has never beenn in possession of, or claimed any title to any 1ot on said

property since 1 have "known said propertiy.

The lot referred to as the S. V. J‘ohn s 1ot 1s the housgse and lot on the Southern Railroad

Just outside of t}le enclusure of the springs proper and was not included in the mortgage

from Mary J IﬂcMahon_ to C. T. Brittingham.
The lot 200 feet wide and 250 feet long to be selected.by the partles hereto at or

near the oulvert reserved by Mary A. Norris in her deed to Iary II. Baker was the lot




sold by my father and mother to Mrs. llartha HMurphy and I understénd urphy Baker cléims
half of this iot through+MIs.'Mhrphy, his grandmother, I-dorlot_kﬁoﬁ_whaf_bégaﬁecﬁf the
other half-of the lot, but never heard of any one being'in possession of, or*claiming
the lot since it was sold to Mrs HMurphy.

The lot referred EE as claimed and occupied by W. A. Varner known as the °mith lot,
is now known as‘the Kroell 1ot and.hés been inpossession1ofﬁls; Kroell and thoséundep
whom she claims fof'years.

As to the resérfétfons_just above réferred to will séy that a part.quthis;property
was operated as a Summer Regort when my mother and father owned it .and when James H. Smith
omned it before them. That to the best of my knowledge when a friend of the owner and patron
of thé springs congidered building a_cottage for his use during the éumme:, or part of the
summer, he and the oﬁher ﬁould enter into some kind of an agreement*for;probably“a;nqminal
consideration, for a.location for'the cottage. Lf he built the cottage he would thefeb&
take poséessioh of the lot, but if he did not and abandoned the idea of building the
possession of the lot and the ownership cﬁ‘ same would remain in the owner of the entire
proPQrty and he would use the éame as if ho agreement had‘been made; And it is prdbable
that n»o ﬁriting ﬁhatever.ofziny kind would pasa‘between the parties but in the deeds
these reéervations ﬁduld;be noted. I knoﬁ that the reservation to ﬁf.'Robbiné abo?e , |
referred'to in fhe deeds to Mary . licMahon was never claimed.ﬁy hiﬁ.and he was ngver“in
possessiontyf:any'lot on the propefty. He did conéider building a cottage buﬁfﬁhen he
-abandonedpthe.idea'that was thelﬁstcaf if. Lhe possessfon and claim.oflywnefship réméihed.‘
in mymotﬁerlandfaﬁhertuﬂtil the deed was exeduted.to lary M. Baker although thé fesérvation
Was ndted in thaé déed and- the reservation in thatrdeedwaa simpiy copied in the deed
executed by theihéirs of my mother and father to lary 1. McI—iaho.n.

Gregory & Coetumber'company,.and no one fof thenm, hgs ever been in.phéseéaionlof aﬂy
part of said above described property and so far as ILhave ever known or heard has never
claimed any fight,1title dr_intérest'in same since I have known said prdperty{ ‘

Daisy SmitthdMillan aﬁd’thése under whom she claims; héve been in the actual, opeﬁ;
notorious,'confinﬁoﬁs, uninterrupted and adverée possession of all of said éboveidesdribed
pr0pertj uﬁder claim.of titlé with the following excepﬁidns;iThé lot knoﬁn as the S. V.
Johps lot; the lot known aé the Kioell*lot; the lot known as the J. 1. Shoemaker lpt; four
lots on the highway in the southeast quarfér of northeast quartéﬁ of Section 12, knovn as
the church lot, the Nelson lot, thé Parkef lot,‘the Jackson lot,'and the Varnon lof;
and.thé R. L. Holcombe lot.*As to the Holcombe log llary M. ilcliahon sdld'lzo acres off of
this property to E. L. Holcombe andiR' L. Holcombe conveyed this 120 acres to C. T, |
Britéingham.. C. T.iBfittingham.then cdnveyed to R+ L. Holcombe a lot inlthe §outherh
part of the north half of the southeast qﬁarter of Section 12 fronting on the Southern

railroad.

fhe 66 mile post on the Southern Bailroad referred to in the deed from the Norris
heirs to iary m;*mbmahon stood right near the‘culvert near the Section house south and west
of Shelbyi§prings Pro per aﬁd in my best-judgmemt'noﬁe of the above described lands lie west
of the railroad, south or wést of the point 208 yards above where the*ﬁﬁ mile post‘Stoéd
at that time.

Fanny L. Bristow ! ﬁ
sworn to;and subscribed before me this the 24th day 6f February, 1926.

L. L. 5éxon--NOtary'Public
THE STATE OF ALABAMA )

SHELBY COUNTY )
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L, L. B.Riddle Judge o £ frobate hereby certify that the within affidavit was

filed in this office for record March 4th 1926 at 9 oclock A.M+ and recorded in Heed

record 80 page 156 and examined.

L. B.Riddle--Judge of Probate



