LEASE

STATE OF ALABAMA )

SHELBY COUNTY ) |

- | WOMV ALL MEN BY THESE ?RESENTS? that this agreement made and entered

into on this the 18th day of January, 1923, by and between J.D. Ruffin and C. A,
Ruffin, his wife, he'reirnafter called the Lessors, and Buck Coal Company, Inc. of

'He_lens. hereinafter called the Lessee, WITNESSETH:

That the lessors agree to lease and by these presents do lease unto the Lessee-

and the Lessee agrees to rent, and by these presents does rent the here ingfter

descrlbed property upon the terms and conditions herelnafter set out:

-1-

_FIRST: The lessors hereby lease to the lessee* the following described property,
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: northwest quarter (NW-&) of the northwest qus.rter (NW4) of Section fifteen (15)

nshlp twenty (20) range three (3) west, situated in Shelby County, Als.bama for

L\ Lrpose of opening up mlnes nmining and selling coal therefrom and exercising

“\
F\ 1l mining rights and prlv:Lleges on said property, and the lLessors covens.nt

—;t}le lessee in possession' of the property for the term of this lease unless

t_{rminated in any menner hereinafter set out, and the Lessors warrant and

1‘6 : :_'-he.t they have a good title in fee simple to said property and that the

;\',:f.-_i.‘:f.};_: free from all incumbrancesand that they have a good right to make and
y » lease,

3\5—"}*1{; the term of this lease shall be for a per::.od of five (5) yee.rs from

*‘1 1923, or until January 1928, with right of renewal as hereinafter set

&Q{'Lessee shall not sublease the rights or property'herein leased or

is lease witheut the written consent of the Lessors.

; "'lght to open mines and to mine and sell coal from sa.ld property e.nd to
! | '
{,J_;_,L = exer'cTse s.l"l coal mlnlng rights and privileges on said property shall be restr:l.cted to
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those *seams known and designated as "The Byck Sean", "The Bls.ck Shale Seam", and the
seam known and designated as "The Thompsonlsesm" or "Conglomerate Ses.mf' or "Underwood
Jeam" ,' and none other, and nothing herein contained shall be construed as a restriction
s.gs.isst the Lessors leasing fthe mining rights in arid_ to any seams of cos.i on the
within des_cr.’__Lbed premiges other than | tho'se expre‘ssly' set out in this pers.grsph to _eny
other persons, firms or corporations,

FG"URTH The Lessors agree that during the term of this lease, or any extension or
e'xter;sivons thereof , the Lessee shall, without extra or additional charge, have the sse_
of sﬁch timber, water, surface land and any nature_.l elements on the propertj' hereby
i‘eased a.8 ms.y be *'he,cessa.ry ,_to conduct coal mining operations urider this agreement, and
to use such timber for and in the construction or repairing of any structures of
whatsoever kind that may be needed in and about the exercise of the rights e.cquire_d

by virtue of this lease, such use being restricted to the use of such timber and

ns.ture.l{ elements on the property hereby leased except that the Lessee shall have
the right to cut and use all timber necessary in and about the construction of a

tip/ple and tramway thereto, even though said tipple and tramway thereto be not situated
on the property hereby ki leased | * e

FIFTH: In the event that by or through any cause or ‘ca,uses, except the act or e.cts ] |
of lessee, the property hereby leased is in any way or manner damaged or rendered
of less value by reazson of the building of roads, railroads, tra,mwa;yfs or the exerci-se

of the right of the eminent domain, the Lessors reserve to themselves the right to






collect any and all sums of money paid by way of compensation therefor, *bv.t they do
agree that. in the even_t any interest, rilght or rights of the Legsee are thereby
demaged -or impe.ired, the lessee shall have.the right to enforce =z claim forda.magee
and to collect for such loss as it me.y' sustain as & result thereof, 1

SIXTH: The Leseors do further agree in cons:.deratlon of the stipulated royaltlee
herelnafter eet out that the Leesee shall he.ve the u'se for the perlod of this lease
or rany extensions thereof of such mining equipment as is set out in the list hereto
attached, inc-lu*ding machinery, trmnﬁa;re tram cars, tre.clce re.ile - ties, cut timber,
houses, buildings' storerooms and all other fixtures e.nd pe: eonal property in, on

or upon the property hereby leased, as set out in attached Schedule "A" without |
extra or additional che.rge and do agree that at fhe termlne.ta.on of thls lease or any

L

extension thereof the “essee shall have the right to remove from the property hereby

leased all personal property, :E':thures tools and mlnlng equipment Whlch they may .own,

provn.ded all royalties and all debts for money, supplles or goods sold to them has
been paid by the Lesgsee to ﬁeesore but in the event the Yegsors desire to purchase
such personal property, fixtures, toole and mining equipment i‘rom Lessee, they shall
have the right to do..eo,. the price of same to be determined, . if no'l:. otherwise agreed
upon, by three arbitrators of whom one eha,ll be chosen by Leeeors ‘one by Lessee, and

the thlrd by the two e.lrea.dy chosgen, a.nd the deolelon of theee e.rbltra.tore shall be

binding upon the parties hereto.
SEVENTH: | The Lessee agrees at _ite own cost and expense to make the_ proper 'openingf

or openmgs and to mine coal in the usual.and cuetoma.ry workmanllke m=nner from the

property hereby lee.eed and the Leseee ggreee to pay the Leseors on or before the 15th

day of each oe.lendar month a roye.lty of tweoty cente (20,0!) for each a.nd~ every ton
(2000 pounds) of_ coal mined during the preceeding calendar. month_ and lessee agrees
to keep a true ahd correot account of all ooal mined and -sold, said hooks and records

to be at all times eubject to the inspection of the Leeeors their agents or assigns.

| In the event the Leesee fails to mine any coal durlng any month or monthe and such

failure to mlne coal is the result of any cause other than an une.voz.da‘ole cause over
which lessee has no control, etrike or strikes, acoldent or a.ccn.dents in mine or
mines causing a discontinuance of operatione,. car shortage or the inability to obtain
cars, the lessee ehall pey to the J-'eeeors a minimum royal<ty of ¥ifty ollers ($50.,00)
per month, payment to be made on the 15th day o f each calendar month but in the

event that any of the. enumera.ted causes exist, then in the.'b event no minimum royalty

- sha.ll be payable for the first month. And the Lessors hereby agree that—in the event

the Lessee shall, under the terms hereof pay to the Leeeore the minimum. royalty
herein 3pec1f1ed for one or more months, that a sum e‘que.l to the total of minimum
royalties so pa:Ld shall be deducted by the Lessee from the royalties or roye.lty for the
:E‘J.rst month or months, which shall exceed the minimum royalty or royalties, provided,
however, that euoh deduc tion shall not reduce the royalty for any such month or months

to a sum less than'Fifty Dollars ($50.00)

NINTH:  The Lessee agrees to conduct said mining operations on said property in smuch

manner only as is usual and customary in the skillful and proper mining operations
of similar character, so as not to do or cause any inconvenience or hinderance in the
subsequent opere.ti ons of sgid mine or mines and sald property; to keep all parts and i

entrencee and openings and tunnels well and substantiglly timbered and .pillered, S0
that, at the termination of "this agreement, whether by the acts of either party

or by limitation or otherwiee, sald mine and premises and property shall be left



in..good order and-'wbrkahler and worluné.ni}.ike condition, and in working said zﬁine._o;r*
‘mines, to f:j:einové and deposi‘l':‘all earth and rubbish at such places and in such manner
‘as will not obstruct or hinder t:he'. future operation of said mine or 'mine's; .'l;o
install and maintain 'én;ch supports and timbers, fraﬁlé worké or. slopéé as shall be
necessary and proper fbr thé’ﬁ.se ahd rpaiht,enance of' such mirlzﬁe a_nd .£he' approaches
thereto, and to leave and *keﬁep the same so as not Ltd interfere with the future operae-
iiohs of said mine- or mines;  to obsé_rve and strictly comply ',wifh all the requirements
of the laws of the State of Alabama and of the United States és pertain to mining
-oﬁerations;. to allow the Lessors, their agents or assigné, full access to said

mine or mines and i:roperty for the purpose of inspection in order to determine

whether the Lessee is carrying on ahd coﬁducting such mining operations in the

manner herein required,

~ TENTH: This lease shall be binding upon the Le‘s&sors,: their heirs, successors or

~ assigns, and upon the Lessee, its successors or assigns. |

ELEVENTH: Tile Lessors shall have the right' to work of lease any of the seams of
c‘oa_,‘l on the lands li@:re'byE leased other than those seams set out in Paragraph
;r"‘l‘hird" her_éof, and to cut ‘_necessafy timber for such mining operations on said lands,

and to use stone or gravel thereon and to use roadways and build roads or tramways

on said land'sl, iai'bviding that the exercise of any of the ri'ghts herein sp'ecified

and set out shall not interfere with or prejudilcie' the rightaﬂ of the Lessee acquired

by virtue of this lease. Apd the exercise of any right hereby reserved the Bessors

shall be in no wayshall be in no way construed as a trespass,
 EIGHTH: The term of this lease may be extended for an additional term of five years

"at the option of the Lessee, or its assigns.

1IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Llessors J. D. Buffin and C. A. Ruffin, his wife,

" have hereunto set their hands and seals, and Buck Coal Company, Inc. of Helena has

caused its name to be hereto affixed by G. E, Warrick, as its Pi"es'ident, and to be

attested by H L. Elliott as its Secretary, this 18th dayo'f:..]'atnﬁ’ary‘ | A.D. 19235,

7. D. Ruffin  (L.S )

S - LESSORS
C, A, Ruffin  (L.S.)
BUCK COAL COMPANY, INC. OF HELENA -

| ATEEEST: o | By G. E. Warrick--as its President
H. L. Blliott
_As its Secretary . . .
Wiktne‘ss,:._ S, M, 'T':l}:émpston )  as :to J. D, Ruffin

Witness: C. H. G, Alexander ) . and C. A, Ruffin
 THE STATE OF ALABAMA ) ' , : |
- JEFFERSON COUNTY = ) o S e

- I, John R. Boyle, a Notary Public in and for said County, in said State, hereby

. certify that C. H. G, Alexander, a subscribing witness to the 'fo_regoing* lease, knovm

to me, appeared before me this day and, being sBworn, stated that J. D. Ruffin and

C‘.. A, Ruffin, the-.Les‘sors, voluntarily executed the same in his presence and in

- the presence of the other subscribing witness on the day the same bears date;- that he

attested the same in the presence of the ‘essors and of the witness and that such’

-

I other witness subscribed his name as a witness in his presence,

Given under my hand and seal of office this 20th day of January A.D., 1923.

John R. Boyle-Notary Public
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BTATE OF ALABAMA, } _

SHELBY COUNTY; ;
1, L. B. Riddle, Jui?ﬁ Probate, fiereby eartliy
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